Views in support of Cumbria coal mine
Westmorland Gazette  13 September 2024
Mike Starkie, former Mayor of Copeland
"Today is a dark day for West Cumbria," says former Mayor of Copeland Mike Starkie on the decision. 
I think it's an absolute travesty. That after all this time and all the money and the processes and hurdles that have been cleared, that this can even happen.

"Unelected judges overturning a decision that was taken by a democratically elected UK government that had gone through all the proper processes of planning.

"It's completely wrong and the wider implications of this could be potentially disastrous for the country.

"There's nothing I'd love more than it to be challenged and justice to prevail but they've got the weight of the government against them.

"The prosperity and the opportunity this would have brought to West Cumbria was phenomenal.

I'm angry and I think the people of West Cumbria are angry over this. And for this new government, hot on the heels of stealing the winter fuel allowance off 18,000 West Cumbrian pensioners to then take the future away from our potential workforce is devastating."
Mike Jenkinson, former MP for Workington
Former Workington MP Mark Jenkinson said: "Labour are playing games with West Cumbria’s future.

"Not content with holding West Cumbria back for decades, they continue to prove they don’t care about employment and growth in West Cumbria.

"One of their first acts in Government was to drop their defence of the planning decision to allow a private company to build the Woodhouse Colliery, with no taxpayer subsidy required. The judge has now put that decision back on Angela Rayners desk.

"The mine at Woodhouse would bring in £165m investment, much needed investment in infrastructure, well paid jobs, apprenticeships and huge opportunities for local supply chain.

"The business case for the Cumbria Coast Line upgrades is predicated on the additional freight from the mine.

"If we don’t mine coking coal here - which is required for our steel industry, among others, for the foreseeable future - then we import it from countries like Russia. Shipping it halfway round the world, from countries with dubious environmental records.

"Not only that, we have a source of coking coal right here on Europe's doorstep. We can mine it here, closer to where it's used, and play a part in reducing global emissions.  Coking coal is required for steel making, and there is currently NO alternative - on a commercial scale or otherwise. But it’s also used in cement and in electric vehicle batteries."

